
#8a                     General Assembly Commissioner Report     
 
 
                                                                                                                               

                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 

Reflections on General Assembly 224 

First of all, I want to take this opportunity to thank my session members for 
nominating me to serve as commissioner for the General Assembly, 2020. And, to 
the Presbytery for giving me their vote of confidence to do just that. The entire 
assembly truly was an amazing experience that I will always cherish with fond 
memories. 
   Anyone who knows me knows that I am “scared to death to fly!” So, when 
nominated to go to Baltimore, I put the rest in the hands of God. Well, as everyone 
now knows, God had other plans. Due to COVID-19, the General Assembly became 
a “Zoom” affair. I prefer to not fly, and I am, by no means, a “techie!” So, once again, 
I put this into the hands of God. 
   I must tell you that the Zoom training was advantageous and greatly appreciated. I 
had some previous experience with Zoom meetings, but certainly not with 726 (or 
thereabouts) participants. That was about 35 screen pages of other “Zoomers!” The 
experience was frightening, humbling, and exciting all rolled in to one neat bundle of 
emotions. 
   One of the first things that I learned when preparing for the GA was that there was 
a lot I didn't know about the workings of PC(USA). I am very appreciative of 
everything I learned throughout the assembly regarding their workings, and the 
opportunity to serve our Presbytery of Southern Kansas. 
   In my opinion, our PC(USA) is in the best hands possible. If you are not yet 
familiar with the Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, our Stated Clerk of the GA, I 
encourage you to familiarize yourself with who he is and what he believes. He is, 
quite simply, amazing. He was nominated to serve a second term, and standing 
unopposed, he was unanimously elected.  
  Now, let me tell you what I did not get out of the GA. I did not get the human 
connection. I did not get the adrenaline rushes that are surely part of “the real deal.” 
I did not get to make those life-long friendships with people that I was truly looking 
forward to meeting. I did not get any of those crab cakes and other varieties of 
delicious seafood that I was so looking forward to eating! 
   At the end of the closing ceremonies, the 8:46 minutes of silence, the beautiful 
music and prayers, I kept holding on until the very end. The very end when the host 
finally ended the zoom connection. And I cried. I cried for two reasons: what I did not 
get due to the virtual General Assembly and what I had to leave behind. 
Agape, 
Sarah Emerson, Ruling Elder 
First Presbyterian Church, Great Bend 
 
 
 
 


